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Chapter 7 

 

Ethics 

 
 

Ethics guidance includes the following items. 

 

 Acceptance of Awards from Non-Federal Sources 

 Acceptance of Travel Funds from Non-Federal Sources 

 Bribery 

 Ethics Training – Orientation and Annual 

 Financial Disclosure – Public and Confidential 

 Foreign Gifts and Decorations 

 Foreign Employment 

 Gift Acceptance – Internal and External 

 Hatch Act/Political Activity 

 Honoraria 

 Lobbying 

 Free Tuition 

 Outside Employment/Activities 

 Prior Approval for Outside Employment and Activities – Letter 

 Participation in Non-USDA Publications 

 Subpoenas/Witness Testimony – Factual and Expert 

 

Acronyms: See Chapter 22 for a comprehensive list of commonly used acronyms. 

 

 

References: USDA 

 

 Supplemental Standards of Conduct for Employees of USDA 

 Departmental Regulation 4070-735-001 – Employee Responsibilities and  

  Conduct  

 Ethics Rules at a Glance 

 USDA Ethics Newsletters 

 Ethics Issuance 99-2 Acceptance of Travel from Non-Federal Sources  

 Ethics Issuance 00-1 Participation in Non-Federal Organizations 

 Ethics Issuance 02-2 Delegations of Authority and Responsibility 

 Ethics Issuance 03-2 Combined Federal Campaign Activities 

Ethics Issuance 04-1 Criteria for the Identification of Public and 

Confidential Disclosure Filers 

Ethics Issuance 04-2 Adjunct Professors 

Ethics Issuance 04-3 Competitive Sourcing 

Ethics Issuance 06-1 An Ethics Guide for Officers and Board Members of 

the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation 

Ethics Issuance 09-1 Ethics Issues Related to USDA Scientists (.pdf) 

Criteria for Service on Non-Federal Boards 

Updated 2/1/2011 

http://www.ars.usda.gov/Services/docs.htm?docid=16255
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_08/5cfr8301_08.html
http://www.ocio.usda.gov/directives/doc/DR4070-735-001.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule1.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/newsletters/index.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule14.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule16.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule28.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule31.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule33.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule33.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule34.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule35.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule37.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule37.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/science/oe-09-1.pdf
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule11.htm
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7 CFR Part I – Appearance of USDA Employees as Witnesses in Judicial 

or Administrative Proceedings 

 

  

 REE 

 

 Bulletin 00-305 - Acceptance of Travel Funds from Non-Federal Sources 

 P&P 341.2 – Acceptance of Travel Funds from Non-Federal Sources 

 P&P 411.7 – Releasing Information about REE Employees 

 P&P 461.5 – Misconduct, Discipline and Adverse Actions 

 P&P 461.6 – Witnesses in Judicial Proceedings, Process in Suits Against  

  the U.S.  

 P&P 468.4 – Foreign Gifts and Decorations 

P&P 468.5 – Non-Federal Awards and Recognition Ethics  

 Supplement for Research Personnel 

 Ethics Desk Reference  

 Special Government Employee Guide for Collaborators, Experts and  

  Panel Managers 

 List of Agency Ethics Advisors and Assistants 

 

 E-Forms 

 

 Approval and Report of Travel Funds Received from Non-Federal Sources  

  & Conflict of Interest Analysis (SharePoint – login required) 

 SF-278 – Public Financial Disclosure Report 

 OGE Form 450 – Confidential Financial Disclosure Report  

 OGE Optional Form 450-A – Confidential Certificate of No New Interests  

SEB-101 – Application for Approval to Engage in Non-Federal  

  Employment of Activity 

 SEB-102 – Conflict of Interest Certification 

 SEB-103 – Request for Approval to Accept an Award from a Non-Federal  

  Source  

SEB-104 - Acceptance of Free Attendance at Widely-Attended Gatherings  

 Employee Disqualification Notification 

 Request for Review/Approval of Honorary Degrees  

 

 

Cross-References: Chapter 21 – Travel 

 Chapter 24 – Awards 

 

Websites: Office of Government Ethics website:   

  http://www.usoge.gov/site_index.aspx  

 Office of Special Counsel 

  http://www.osc.gov/hatchact.htm 

 REE Forms (login required) 

  https://reeforms.ars.usda.gov/reeforms/ 

  Science Ethics Branch website:    

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:FjYZqk4qyyUJ:www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/WordPerfect/461-06.wpd+7+C.F.R.+%2BAppearance+of+USDA+Employees+as+Witnesses+in+Judicial+or+Administrative+Proceedings&cd=5&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-a&so
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:FjYZqk4qyyUJ:www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/WordPerfect/461-06.wpd+7+C.F.R.+%2BAppearance+of+USDA+Employees+as+Witnesses+in+Judicial+or+Administrative+Proceedings&cd=5&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-a&so
http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/00-305.htm
http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/pdf/341-02.pdf
http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/PDF/411-07.pdf
http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/PDF/461-05.pdf
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:FjYZqk4qyyUJ:www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/WordPerfect/461-06.wpd+P%26P+461.6+%E2%80%93+Witnesses+in+Judicial+Proceedings,+Process+in+Suits+Against+the+U.S.&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us&client=firefox-a&source=
http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/pdf/468-04.pdf
http://www.afm.ars.usda.gov/ppweb/PDF/468-05.pdf
http://www.usda-ethics.net/rules/rule18.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/science/references/SGEGUIDE.pdf
http://www.usda-ethics.net/science/agency.htm
https://arsnet.usda.gov/sites/NPA/budget/Travel/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fNPA%2fbudget%2fTravel%2fContributed%20Travel&View=%7b3110AD34-6C57-4504-812C-7E70E946D112%7d
http://www.usoge.gov/forms/sf278.aspx
http://www.usoge.gov/forms/form_450.aspx
http://www.usoge.gov/forms/oge450_pdf/fr450a_05.pdf
https://reeforms.ars.usda.gov/REEForms/ffMain.asp?sNode=441&Exp=Y&DivID=441&DivType=0
https://reeforms.ars.usda.gov/REEForms/ffMain.asp?sNode=441&Exp=Y&DivID=441&DivType=0
https://reeforms.ars.usda.gov/REEForms/ffMain.asp?sNode=441&Exp=Y&DivID=441&DivType=0
https://reeforms.ars.usda.gov/REEForms/ffMain.asp?sNode=441&Exp=Y&DivID=441&DivType=0
http://www.usda-ethics.net/science/forms/DISQUALIFICATION.pdf
http://www.usda-ethics.net/forms/degrees.pdf
https://www.ars.usda.gov/Services/docs.htm?docid=16254
https://www.ars.usda.gov/Services/docs.htm?docid=16257
http://www.usoge.gov/site_index.aspx
http://www.osc.gov/hatchact.htm
https://reeforms.ars.usda.gov/reeforms/
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   http://www.usda-ethics.net/science/index.htm     

 USDA Office of Ethics website 

   http://www.usda-ethics.net   

  

 

 

Points of Contact:     

Michael R. McGuire  

Associate Area Director/Ethics Advisor 

USDA-ARS-NPA 

2150 Centre Ave., Building D, Suite 300 

Fort Collins, CO  80526-8119 

Telephone:  (970) 492-7058 

Fax:  (970) 492-7065 

E-mail:  michael.mcguire@ars.usda.gov 

Sue Sheridan 

Chief, Science Ethics Branch 

USDA Office of Ethics 

5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Rm. 2-2290 

Beltsville, MD  20705-5620 

Telephone:  (301) 504-1442 

Fax:  (301) 504-1496 

E-mail:  sue.sheridan@dm.usda.gov  

 

 

 

http://www.usda-ethics.net/science/index.htm
http://www.usda-ethics.net/
mailto:michael.mcguire@ars.usda.gov
mailto:sue.sheridan@dm.usda.gov

